Article 10 - State and Federal Programs

Section 1 Notice of Nondiscrimination

The Hershey Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, age, marital status, religion, or disability in the admission, access to its facilities or programs
or activities, treatment, or employment.

Section 2 Designation of Coordinators

Any person having concerns or needing information about the District’s compliance with anti-
discrimination laws or policies should contact the District’s designated Coordinator for the
applicable anti-discrimination law.

Law, Policy or Program Issue or Concern Coordinator

Title VI Discrimination or harassment | Superintendent
based on race, color, or
national origin; harassment

Title IX Discrimination or harassment | Superintendent
based on sex; gender equity

Section 504 of the Discrimination, harassment or | Superintendent

Rehabilitation Act and the reasonable accommodations of

Americans with Disability persons with disabilities

Act (ADA)

Homeless student laws Children who are homeless Superintendent

Safe and Drug Free Schools | Safe and drug free schools Superintendent

and Communities

The Coordinator may be contacted at: Dr. Michael Cunning, (308) 368-5574.

Section 3 Anti-discrimination & Harassment Policy

Elimination of Discrimination. The Hershey Public Schools hereby gives this statement of
compliance and intent to comply with all state and federal laws prohibiting discrimination or
harassment and requiring accommodations. This school district intends to take necessary
measures to assure compliance with such laws against any prohibited form of discrimination or
harassment or which require accommodations.

Preventing Harassment and Discrimination of Students.

Purpose: Hershey Public Schools is committed to offering employment and educational
opportunities to its employees and students in a climate free of discrimination. Accordingly,
unlawful discrimination or harassment of any kind by administrators, teachers, co-workers,
students or other persons is prohibited. In addition, the Hershey Public Schools will try to
protect employees and students from reported discrimination or harassment by non-employees or
others in the work place and educational environment.

For purposes of this policy, discrimination or harassment based on a person's race, color,
religion, national origin, sex, disability or age is prohibited. The following are general
definitions of what might constitute prohibited harassment.
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In general, ethnic or racial slurs or other verbal or physical conduct relating to a person's
race, color, religion, disability or national origin constitute harassment when they
unreasonably interfere with the person's work performance or create an intimidating
work, instructional or educational environment.

Age harassment (40 years of age and higher) has been defined by federal regulations as a
form of age discrimination. It can consist of demeaning jokes, insults or intimidation
based on a person's age.

Sexual harassment is defined by federal and state regulations as a form of sex
discrimination. It can consist of unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors,
or physical or verbal conduct of a sexual nature by supervisors or others in the work
place, classroom or educational environment.

Sexual harassment may exist when:

Submission to such conduct is either an explicit or implicit term and condition of
employment or of participation and enjoyment of the school’s programs and activities;

Submission to or rejection of such conduct is used or threatened as a basis for
employment related decisions, such as promotion, performance, evaluation, pay
adjustment, discipline, work assignment, etc., or school program or activity decisions,
such as admission, credits, grades, school assignments or playing time.

The conduct has the purpose or effect of unreasonably interfering with an individual's
work or educational performance or creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive
working, class room or educational environment.

Sexual harassment may include explicit sexual propositions, sexual innuendo, suggestive
comments, sexually oriented "kidding™ or "teasing", "practical jokes", jokes about gender-
specific traits, foul or obscene language or gestures, displays of foul or obscene printed or
visual material, and physical contact, such as patting, pinching or brushing against
another's body.

Complaint and Grievance Procedures:

Employees or students should initially report all instances of discrimination or harassment to
their immediate supervisor or classroom teacher. However, if the employee or student is
uncomfortable in presenting the problem to the supervisor or teacher, or if the supervisor or
teacher is the problem, the employee or student is encouraged to go to the next level of
supervision. In the case of a student, the Principal would be the next or alternative person to
contact.

If the employee or student's complaint is not resolved to his or her satisfaction within five (5) to
ten (10) calendar days, or if the discrimination or harassment continues, or if as a student you feel
you need immediate help for any reason, please report your complaint to the Superintendent of
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Hershey Public Schools. If a satisfactory arrangement cannot be obtained through the
Superintendent, the complaint may be processed to the Board of Education.

The supervisor, teacher or the Superintendent will thoroughly investigate all complaints. These
situations will be treated with the utmost confidence, consistent with resolution of the problem.
Based on the results of the investigation, appropriate corrective action, up to and including
discharge of offending employees, and disciplinary action up to expulsion against a harassing
student, may be taken. Under no circumstances will any threats or retaliation be permitted to be
made against an employee or student for alleging in good faith a violation of this policy.

Section 4 Multicultural Policy

The philosophy of the District’s multicultural education program is that students will have
improved ability to function as productive members of society when provided with: (a) an
understanding of diverse cultures and races, the manner in which the existence of diverse cultures
and races have affected the history of our Nation and the world, and of the contributions made by
diverse cultures and races (including but not be limited to African Americans, Hispanic
Americans, Native Americans, Asian Americans and European Americans) and (b) with the
ability and skills to be sensitive toward and to study, work and live successively with persons of
diverse cultures and races. The mission shall also include preparing students to eliminate
stereotypes and discrimination or harassment of others based on ethnicity, religion, gender,
socioeconomic status, age, or disability.

Section 5 Notice to Parents of Rights Afforded by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973

The following is a description of the rights granted to qualifying students with disabilities under

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. The intent of the law is to keep you fully informed

concerning the decisions about your child and to inform you of your rights if you disagree with

any of these decisions. You have the right to:

1. Have your child take part in, and receive benefits from, public education programs
without discrimination because of his/her disability.

2. Have the school district advise you of your rights under federal law.

3. Receive notice with respect to identification, evaluation or placement of your
child.

4. Have your child receive a free appropriate public education.

5. Have your child receive services and be educated in facilities which are

comparable to those provided to every student.

6. Have evaluation, educational and placement decisions made based on a variety of
information sources and by persons who know the student and who are
knowledgeable about the evaluation data and placement options.

7. Have transportation provided to and from an alternative placement setting (if the
setting is a program not operated by the district) at no greater cost to you than
would be incurred if the student were placed in a program operated by the district.

8. Have your child be given an equal opportunity to participate in nonacademic and
extracurricular activities offered by the district.
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Examine all relevant records relating to decisions regarding your child’s
identification, evaluation and placement.

Request mediation or an impartial due process hearing related to decisions or
actions regarding your child’s identification, evaluation, educational program or
placement. (You and your child may take part in the hearing. Hearing requests are
to be made to the Superintendent).

File a local grievance.

Notification of Rights Under FERPA

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students over 18
years of age (“eligible students™) certain rights with respect to the student’s education records.

They are:

1.

The right to inspect and review the student’s education records within 45 days of
the day the district receives a request for access. Parents or eligible students
should submit to the school principal (or appropriate school official) a written
request that identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect. The principal will make
arrangements for access and notify the parent or eligible student of the time and
place where the records may be inspected.

The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the
parent or eligible student believes are inaccurate or misleading. Parents or eligible
students may ask the school district to amend a record that they believe is
inaccurate or misleading. They should write the school principal, clearly identify
the part of the record they want changed, and specify why it is inaccurate or
misleading. If the district decides not to amend the record as requested by the
parent or eligible student, the district will notify the parent or eligible student of
the decision and advise them of their right to a hearing regarding the request for
amendment. Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be
provided to the parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a hearing.
The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information
contained in the student’s education records, except to the extent that FERPA
authorizes disclosure without consent. One exception which permits disclosure
without consent is disclosure to school officials with legitimate educational
interests. A school official is a person employed by the district as an
administrator, supervisor, instructor or support staff member (including health or
medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel); a person serving on the school
board; a person or company with whom the District has contracted to perform a
special task (such as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant or therapist); or a
parent or student serving on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or
grievance committee or assisting another school official in performing his or her
tasks. A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to
review an education record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility
and effectively provide the function or service for which they are responsible.
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Contractors, consultants and volunteers are permitted to have access to education
records where they are performing a function or service that would other wise be
done by a school employee. Their access is limited to education records in which
they have a legitimate educational interest; which means records needed to
effectively provide the function or service for which they are responsible.

The District forwards education records (may include academic, health and
discipline records) that have requested the records and in which the student seeks
or intends to enroll, or where the student has already enrolled so long as the
disclosure is for purposes related to the student’s enrollment or transfer. .

4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning
alleged failures by the district to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The
name and address of the office that administers FERPA is:

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education400
Maryland Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20202-4605

NOTICE CONCERNING DIRECTORY INFORMATION

The District may disclose directory information. The types of personally identifiable information
that the district has designated as directory information are as follows: student’s name, address,
telephone listing, electronic mail address, photograph, date of and place of birth, major fields of
study, dates of attendance, grade level, enrollment status (e.g., full-time or part-time),
participation in officially recognized activities and sports, weight and height of members of
athletic teams, degrees, honors and awards received, and most recent previous school attended. A
parent or eligible student has the right to refuse to let the District designate any or all of those
types of information about the student as directory information. The period of time within which
a parent or eligible student has to notify the District in writing that he or she does not want any or
all of those types of information about the student designated as directory information is as
follows: two weeks from the time this information is first received. The district may disclose
information about former students without meeting the conditions in this section.

ADDITIONAL NOTICE CONCERNING DIRECTORY INFORMATION

The district’s policy is for education records to be kept confidential except as permitted by the
FERPA law, and the district does not approve any practice which involves an unauthorized
disclosure of education records. In some courses student work may be displayed or made
available to others. Also, some teachers may have persons other than the teacher or school staff,
such as volunteers or fellow students, assist with the task of grading student work and returning
graded work to students. The District designates such student work as directory information and
as non-education records. Each parent and eligible student shall be presumed to have accepted
this designation in the absence of the parent or eligible student giving notification to the District
in writing in the manner set forth above pertaining to the designation of directory information.
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Consent will be presumed to have been given in the absence of such a notification from the
parent or eligible student.

Notice Concerning Designation of Law Enforcement Unit:

The District designates the Lincoln Co. Sherriff’s Department as the District's “law enforcement
unit” for purposes of (1) enforcing any and all federal, state or local law, (2) maintaining the
physical security and safety of the schools in the District, and (3) maintaining safe and drug free
schools.

Section 7 Notice Concerning Disclosure of Student Information to Military Recruiters
The No Child Left Behind Act requires that the District provide military recruiters and
institutions of higher education access to secondary school students’ names, addresses, and
telephone listings. Parents and secondary students have the right to request that the District not
provide this information (i.e., not provide the student’s name, address, and telephone listing) to
military recruiters or institutions of higher education, without their prior written parental consent.
The District will comply with any such request.

Section 8 Notice Concerning Staff Qualifications

The No Child Left Behind Act gives parents/guardians the right to get information about the
professional qualifications of their child’s classroom teachers. Upon request, the District will
give parents/guardians the following information about their child’s classroom teacher:

1. Whether the teacher has met State qualifications and licensing criteria for the
grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction.

2. Whether the teacher is teaching under an emergency or provisional teaching
certificate.

3. The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher. You may also get information

about other graduate certification or degrees held by the teacher, and the field of
discipline of the certification or degree. We will also, upon request, tell
parents/guardians whether their child is being provided services by a
paraprofessional and, if so, the qualifications of the paraprofessional. The request
for information should be made to an administrator in your child’s school
building. The information will be provided to you in a timely manner. Finally, the
District will give timely notice to you if your child has been assigned, or has been
taught for four or more consecutive weeks by a teacher who does not meet the
requirements of the Act.

Section 9 Student Privacy Protection Policy

It is the policy of Hershey Public Schools to develop and implement policies which protect the
privacy of students in accordance with applicable laws. The District’s policies in this regard
include the following:

Right of Parents to Inspect Surveys Funded or Administered by the United States Department of
Education or Third Parties: Parents shall have the right to inspect, upon the parent’s request, a
survey created by and administered by either the United States Department of Education or a
third party (a group or person other than the District) before the survey is administered or
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distributed by the school to the parent’s child.

Protection of Student Privacy in Regard to Surveys of Matters Deemed to be Sensitive: The
District will require, for any survey of students which contain one or more matters deemed to be
sensitive (see section headed “Definition of Surveys of Matters Deemed to be Sensitive”), that
suitable arrangements be made to protect student privacy (that is, the name or other identifying
information about a particular student). For such surveys, the District will also follow the
procedures set forth in the section entitled: “Notification of and Right to Opt-Out of Specific
Events.”

Right of Parents to Inspect Instructional Materials: Parents have the right to inspect, upon
reasonable request, any instructional material used as part of the educational curriculum for their
child. Reasonable requests for inspection of instructional materials shall be granted within a
reasonable period of time after the request is received. Parents shall not have the right to access
academic tests or academic assessments, as such are not within the meaning of the term
“instructional materials” for purposes of this policy. The procedures for making and granting a
request to inspect instructional materials are as follows: the parent shall make the request, with
reasonable specificity, directly to the building principal. The building principal, within five (5)
school days, shall consult with the teacher or other educator responsible for the curriculum
materials. In the event the request can be accommodated, the building principal shall make the
materials available for inspection or review by the parent, at such reasonable times and place as
will not interfere with the educator’s intended use of the materials. In the event there is a
question as to the nature of the curriculum materials requested or as to whether the materials are
required to be provided, the building principal shall notify the parent of such concern, and assist
the parent with forming a request which can reasonably be accommodated. If the parent does not
formulate such a request, and continues to desire certain curriculum materials, the parent shall be
asked to make their request to the Superintendent.

Rights of Parents to be Notified of and to Opt-Out of Certain Physical Examinations or
Screenings. The general policy and practice of the District is to not administer physical
examinations or screenings of students which require advance notice or parental opt-out rights
under the applicable federal laws, for the reason that the physical examinations or screenings to
be conducted by the District will usually fit into one of the following exceptions: (1) hearing,
vision, or scoliosis screenings; (2) physical examinations or screenings that are permitted or
required by an applicable State law; and (3) surveys administered to students in accordance with
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. For physical examinations or screenings which
do not fit into the applicable exceptions, the District will follow the procedures set forth in the
section entitled: “Notification of and Right to Opt-Out of Specific Events.”

Protection of Student Privacy in Regard to Personal Information Collected from Students: The
general policy and practice of the District is to not engage in the collection, disclosure, or use of
personal information collected from students for the purpose of marketing or for selling that
information. The District will make reasonable arrangements to protect student privacy to the
extent possible in the event of any such collection, disclosure, or use of personal information.
“Personal information” for purposes of this policy means individually identifiable information
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about a student including: a student or parent’s first and last name, home address, telephone
number, and social security number. The term “personal information,” for purposes of this
policy, does not include information collected from students for the exclusive purpose of
developing, evaluating, or providing educational products or services for, or to, students or
educational institutions.  This exception includes the following examples: (i) college or
postsecondary education recruitment, or military recruitment; (ii) book clubs, magazines, and
programs providing access to low-cost literary products; (iii) curriculum and instructional
materials used by elementary schools and secondary schools; (iv) tests and assessments used by
elementary schools and secondary schools to provide cognitive, evaluative, diagnostic, clinical,
aptitude, or achievement information about student, or to generate other statistically useful data
for the purpose of securing such tests and assessments, and the subsequent analysis and public
release of the aggregate date from such tests and assessments; (v) the sale by student of products
or services to raise funds for school-related or education-related activities; (vi) student
recognition programs.

Parental Access to Instruments used in the Collection of Personal Information: While the general
practice of the District is to not engage in the collection, disclosure, or use of personal
information collected from students for the purpose of marketing or for selling that information,
parents shall have the right to inspect, upon reasonable request, any instrument which may be
administered or distributed to a student for such purposes. Reasonable requests for inspection
shall be granted within a reasonable period of time after the request is received. The procedures
for making and granting such a request are as follows: the parent shall make the request, with
reasonable specificity, directly to the building principal and shall identify the specific act and the
school staff member or program responsible for the collection, disclosure, or use of personal
information from students for the purpose of marketing that information. The building principal,
within five (5) school days, shall consult with the school staff member or person responsible for
the program which has been reported by the parent to be responsible for the collection,
disclosure, or use of personal information from students. In the event such collection, disclosure,
or use of personal information is occurring or there is a plan for such to occur, the building
principal shall consult with the Superintendent for determination of whether the action shall be
allowed to continue. If not, the instrument for the collection of personal information shall not be
given to any students. If it is to be allowed, such instrument shall be provided to the requesting
parent as soon as such instrument can be reasonably obtained.

Annual Parental Notification of Student Privacy Protection Policy: The District provides parents
with reasonable notice of the adoption or continued use of this policy and other policies related to
student privacy. Such notice shall be given to parents of students enrolled in the District at least
annually, at the beginning of the school year, and within a reasonable period of time after any
substantive change in such polices.

Notification to Parents of Dates of and Right to Opt-Out of Specific Events: The District will
directly notify the parents of the affected children, at least annually at the beginning of the school
year, of the specific or approximate dates during the school year when any of the following
activities are scheduled, or are expected to be scheduled:
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The collection, disclosure, or use of personal information collected from students for the
purpose of marketing or for selling that information. (Note: the general practice of the
District is to not engage in the collection, disclosure, or use of personal information
collected from students for the purpose of marketing or for selling that information).

Surveys of students involving one or more matters deemed to be sensitive in accordance
with the law and this policy; and,

Any non-emergency, invasive physical examination or screening that is required as a
condition of attendance; administered by the school and scheduled by the school in
advance; and not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of the student or of
other students. (Note: the general practice of the District is to not engage in physical
examinations or screenings which require advance notice, for the reason that the physical
examinations or screenings to be conducted by the District will usually fit into one of the
following exceptions to the advance notice requirement and parental opt-out right: (1)
hearing, vision, or scoliosis screenings; (2) physical examinations or screenings that are
permitted or required by an applicable State law, and (3) surveys administered to students
in accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act ).

Parents shall be offered an opportunity in advance to opt their child out of participation in any of
the above listed activities.

In the case of a student of an appropriate age (that is, a student who has reached the age of 18, or
a legally emancipated student), the notice and opt-out right shall belong to the student.

Definition of Surveys of Matters Deemed to be Sensitive: Any survey containing one or more of
the following matters shall be deemed to be “sensitive” for purposes of this policy:

Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the student’s parent;

Mental or psychological problems of the student or the student’s parent;

Sex behavior or attitudes;

Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating or demeaning behavior;

Critical appraisals of other individuals with whom the student has close family

relationships;

6. Legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of
lawyers, physicians, and ministers;

7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the students or the student’s parent;

8. Income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in

a program or for receiving financial assistance under such program).

agrwNE

Section 10 Parental Involvement Policies

A. General - Parental/Community Involvement in Schools:
Hershey Public Schools welcomes parental involvement in the education of their
children. We recognize that parental involvement increases student success. It is the District’s
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policy to foster and facilitate, to the extent appropriate and in their primary language, parental
information about, and involvement in, the education of their children. Policies and regulations
are established to protect the emotional, physical and social well-being of all students.

1.

2.

10.

11.

Parental involvement is a part of the ongoing and timely planning, review and
improvement of district and building programs.

Parents are encouraged to support the implementation of district policies and
regulations.

Parents are encouraged to monitor their student’s progress by reviewing quarterly
report cards and attending parent-teacher conferences.

Textbooks, tests and other curriculum materials used in the district are available
for review by parents upon request.

Parents are provided access to records of students according to law and school
policy.

Parents are encouraged to attend courses, assemblies, counseling sessions and
other instructional activities with prior approval of the proper teacher or counselor
and administrator. Parents’ continued attendance at such activities will be based
on the students’ well-being.

Testing occurs in this school district as determined to be appropriate by district
staff to assure proper measurement of educational progress and achievement.
Parents submitting written requests to have their student excused from testing,
classroom instruction and other school experiences will be granted that request
when possible and educationally appropriate. Requests should be submitted to the
proper teacher or administrator within a reasonable time prior to the testing,
classroom instruction or other school experience and should be accompanied by a
written explanation for the request. A plan for an acceptable alternative shall be
approved by the proper teacher and administrator prior to, or as a part of, the
granting of any parent request.

Participation in surveys of students occurs in this district when determined
appropriate by district staff for educational purposes. Parents will be notified prior
to the administration of surveys in accordance with district policy. Timely written
parental requests to remove students from such surveys will be granted in
accordance with district policy and law. In some cases, parental permission must
be given before the survey is administered.

Parents are invited to express their concerns, share their ideas and advocate for
their children’s education with board members, administrators and staff.

School district staff and parents will participate in an annual evaluation and
revision, if needed, of the content and effectiveness of the parental involvement

policy.

B. Title | Parental Involvement Policy:

The District’s Title | Parental Involvement Policy is established in compliance with the No Child
Left Behind Act. The District has a parental involvement policy applicable to parents of all
children. The parental involvement policy applicable to parents of all children is not replaced by
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this Title 1 Parental Involvement Policy and shall continue to be applicable to all parents,
including parents participating in Title | programs.

It is the policy of the District to implement programs, activities, and procedures for the
involvement of parents in Title |1 programs consistent with the Title | laws. Such programs,
activities, and procedures shall be planned and implemented with meaningful consultation with
parents of participating children.

Expectations for Parental Involvement: It is the expectation of the District that parents of
participating children will have opportunities available for parental involvement in the programs,
activities, and procedures of the District’s Title I program. The term “parental involvement”
means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving
student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring—(A) that parents play an
integral role in assisting their child’s learning; (B) that parents are encouraged to be actively
involved in their child’s education at school; (C) that parents are full partners in their child’s
education and are included, as appropriate, in decision making and on advisory committees to
assist in the education of their child; and (D) the carrying out of other activities, such as those
described in this parental involvement policy. The District intends to meet this expectation
through the following activities:

1. Involving parents in the joint development of the District’s Title I plan and the
processes of school review and school improvement.
2. Providing coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary to assist

participating schools in planning and implementing effective parental involvement

activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance.

Building the schools’ and parents’ capacity for strong parental involvement.

4. Coordinating and integrating parental involvement strategies under Title | with
parental involvement strategies under other programs.

5. Conducting, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the content
and effectiveness of the parental involvement policy in improving the academic
quality of the schools served under the Title I program, including identifying
barriers to greater participation by parents in Title I programs, with particular
attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have
limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic
minority background, and use the findings of such evaluation to design strategies
for more effective parental involvement, and to revise, if necessary, the parental
involvement policies of the District.

6. Involving parents in the activities of the schools served under Title |I.

w

Policy Involvement: Each school served under the Title I program will:

1. Convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of
participating children shall be invited and encouraged to attend, to inform parents
of their school’s participation under the Title I program and to explain the
requirements of the Title | program.
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2. Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening.
If sufficient funds are provided for this purpose, the District may assist parental
involvement in such meetings by offering transportation, child care, or home

Visits.

3. Involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning,
review, and improvement of Title | programs.

4. Provide parents of participating children: (1) timely information about programs

under Title I, (2) a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the
school, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress, and
the proficiency levels students are expected to meet; and (3) if requested by
parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to
participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children,
and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible.

5. If the District operates a schoolwide program under Title | and such plan is not
satisfactory to the parents of participating children, submit any parental comments
on the plan when the school makes the plan available to the District.

Shared Responsibilities for High Student Academic Achievement: As a component of the
District’s parental involvement policy, each school served under the Title | program will jointly
develop with parents for all children served under the Title | program a school-parent compact
that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for
improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents will
build and develop a partnership to help children achieve the State’s high standards. Such
compact shall: (1) describe the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and
instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables the children served
under Title I to meet the State’s student academic achievement standards and the ways in which
each parent will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning, such as monitoring
attendance, homework completion, and television watching; volunteering in their child’s
classroom; and participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their
children and positive use of extracurricular time; and (2) address the importance of
communication between teachers and parents on an ongoing basis through, at a minimum: (i)
parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, during which the compact
shall be discussed as the compact relates to the individual child’s achievement; (ii) frequent
reports to parents on their children’s progress; and (iii) reasonable access to staff, opportunities to
volunteer and participate in their child’s class, and observation of classroom activities.

Building Capacity for Involvement: To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a
partnership among the District, parents, and the community to improve student academic
achievement, each school participating in the Title | program and the District: (1) shall provide
assistance to participating parents, as appropriate, in understanding such topics as the State’s
academic content standards and State student academic achievement standards, State and local
academic assessments, the requirements of Title I and how to monitor a child’s progress and
work with educators to improve the achievement of their children; (2) shall provide materials
and training to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s achievement,
such as literacy training and using technology, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement; (3)
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shall educate teachers, student service personnel, principals, and other staff, with the assistance
of parents, in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to,
communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent
programs, and build ties between parents and the school; (4) shall, to the extent feasible and
appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent involvement programs and activities with Head Start,
Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start, the Home Instruction Programs for Preschool
Youngsters, the Parents as Teacher Program, and public preschool and other programs, and
conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in
more fully participating in the education of their children; (5) shall ensure that information
related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the parents of
participating children in a format, and to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can
understand; (6) may involve parents in the development of training for teachers, principals, and
other educators to improve the effectiveness of such training; (7) may provide necessary literacy
training from funds received under Title | if the District has exhausted all other reasonably
available sources of funding for such training; (8) may pay reasonable and necessary expenses
associated with parental involvement activities, including transportation and child care costs, to
enable parents to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions; (9) may train
parents to enhance the involvement of other parents; (10) may arrange school meetings at a
variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences between teachers or other educators, who work
directly with participating children, with parents who are unable to attend such conferences at
school, in order to maximize parental involvement and participation; (11) may adopt and
implement model approaches to improving parental involvement; (12) may establish a district-
wide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to parental involvement in
programs supported under Title I; (13) may develop appropriate roles for community-based
organizations and businesses in parent involvement activities; and (14) shall provide such other
reasonable support for parental involvement activities under Title | as parents may request.

Accessibility: In carrying out the parental involvement activities for this Title | Parental
Involvement policy, the District shall provide full opportunities for the participation of parents
with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children,
including providing information and school reports required under Title I in a format and, to the
extent practicable, in a language such parents understand.

Use, Distribution, and Updating of this Policy: This Title | Parental Involvement Policy shall be
incorporated into the District’s Title 1 plan, shall be distributed to parents of participating
children, shall be made available to the local community, and shall be updated periodically to
meet the changing needs of the parents and the school.

Section 11  Homeless Students Policy
Homeless children for purposes of this Policy generally include children who lack a fixed,
regular, and adequate nighttime residence, as further defined by applicable federal and state law.

No Stigmatization or Segregation of Homeless Students: It is the District’s policy and practice to
ensure that homeless children are not stigmatized or segregated by the District on the basis of
their status as homeless.
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Homeless Coordinator: The Homeless Coordinator shall serve as the school liaison for homeless
children and youth and shall ensure that: (1) homeless children are identified by school
personnel; (2) homeless children enroll in, and have a full and equal opportunity to succeed in,
school; (3) homeless children and their families receive educational service for why they are
eligible and referrals to health, dental, and mental health services and other appropriate services;
(4) the parents or guardians of homeless children are informed of the educational and related
opportunities available to their children and provided with meaningful opportunities to
participate in the education of their children; (5) public notice of the educational rights of
homeless children is disseminated where such children receive services under the federal
homeless children laws, such as schools, family shelters, and soup kitchens; (6) enrollment
disputes are mediated in accordance with law; and (7) the parents or guardians of homeless
children, and any unaccompanied youth, are fully informed of transportation services available
under law. The Homeless Coordinator shall coordinate with State coordinators and community
and school personnel responsible for the provisions of education and related services to homeless
children. The Homeless Coordinator may designate duties hereunder as the Homeless
Coordinator determines to be appropriate.

Enrollment of and Services to Homeless Children: A homeless child shall be enrolled in
compliance with law and be provided services comparable to services offered to other students in
the school in which the homeless child has been placed. Placement of a homeless child is
determined based on the child’s “school of origin” and the “best interests” of the child. The
“school of origin” means the school that the child attended when permanently housed or the
school in which the child was last enrolled. Placement decisions shall be made according to the
District’s determination of the child’s best interests, and shall be at either: (1) the child’s school
of origin for the duration of the child’s homelessness (or, if the child becomes permanently
housed during the school year, for the remainder of that school year) or (2) the school of the
attendance area where the child is actually living. To the extent feasible, the placement shall be
in the school of origin, except when such is contrary to the wishes of the homeless child’s parent
or legal guardian. If the placement is not in the school of origin or a school requested by the
homeless child’s parent or legal guardian, the District shall provide a written explanation of the
placement decision and a statement of appeal rights to the parent or guardian. If the homeless
child is an unaccompanied youth, the Homeless Coordinator shall assist in the placement
decision, consider the views of the unaccompanied youth, and provide the unaccompanied youth
with notice of the right to appeal. In the event of an enrollment dispute, the placement shall be at
the school in which enrollment is sought, pending resolution of the dispute in accordance with
the dispute resolution process. The homeless child shall be immediately enrolled in the school in
which the District has determined to place the child, even if the child is unable to produce
records normally required for enrollment, such as previous academic records, medical records,
proof of residency, or other documentation. The District shall immediately contact the school
last attended by the homeless child to obtain relevant academic and other records. If the
homeless child needs to obtain immunizations or medical records, the District shall immediately
refer the parent or guardian of the homeless child to the Homeless Coordinator, who shall assist
in obtaining necessary immunizations or medical records. The District may nonetheless require
the parent or guardian of the homeless child to submit contact information.
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Transportation will be provided to homeless students, to the extent required by law and
comparable to that provided to students who are not homeless, upon request of the parent or
guardian of the homeless child, or by the Homeless Coordinator in the case of an unaccompanied
youth, as follows: (1) if the homeless child’s school of origin is in the District, and the homeless
child continues to live in the District, transportation to and from the school or origin shall be
provided by the District; and (2) if the homeless child lives in a school other than the District, but
continues to attend the Hershey Public Schools based on it being the school of origin, the new
school and Hershey Public Schools shall agree upon a method to apportion the responsibility and
costs for providing the child with transportation to and from the school of origin and, if they are
unable to agree, the responsibility and cost for transportation shall be shared equally.

Section 12 Breakfast and Lunch Programs

The District has agreed to participate in the National School Lunch Program and accepts
responsibility for providing free and reduced price meals to eligible children in the schools under
its jurisdiction. The District provides the United States Department of Agriculture’s required
nondiscrimination statement:

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, age or disability.

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TTY). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

The school food authority assures the State Department of Education that the school system will
uniformly implement the following policy to determine children's eligibility for free and reduced
price meals in all National School Lunch Programs. In fulfilling its responsibilities the school
food authority:

1. Agrees to serve meals free to children from families whose income meets
eligibility guidelines.

2. Agrees to serve meals at a reduced price to children from families whose income
falls between free meal scale and the poverty guidelines.

3. Agrees to provide these benefits to any child whose family’s income falls within

the criteria in Attachment A after deductions are made for the following special
hardship conditions which could not reasonably be anticipated or controlled by the
household: Unusually high medical expenses; shelter costs in excess of 30 percent
of reported income; special education expenses due to the mental or physical
condition of a child; disaster or casualty losses.

4. In addition, agrees to provide these benefits to children from families who are
experiencing strikes, layoffs and unemployment which cause the family income to
fall within the criteria set forth in federal guidelines.

5. Agrees there will be no physical segregation of, nor any other discrimination
against, any child because of his inability to pay the full price of the meal. The
names of the children eligible to receive free and reduced price meals shall not be
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published, posted or announced in any manner and there shall be no overt

identification of any such children by use of special tokens or tickets or any other

means. Further assurance is given that children eligible for free or reduced price

meals shall not be required to: Work for their meals; use a separate lunch room;

go through a separate serving line; enter the lunchroom through a separate

entrance; eat meals at a different time; or eat a meal different from the one sold to

children paying the full price.

Agrees in the operation of child nutrition programs, no child shall be

discriminated against because of race, sex, color, or national origin.

Agrees to establish and use a fair hearing procedure for parental appeals to the

school's decisions on applications and for school officials' challenges to the

correctness of information contained in an application or to be continued

eligibility of any child for free or reduced price meals. During the appeal and

hearing the child will continue to receive free or reduced priced meals. A record

of all such appeals and challenges and their dispositions shall be retained for three

(3) years. Prior to initiating the hearing procedures, the parent or local school

official may request a conference to provide an opportunity for the parent and

school official to discuss the situation, present information, and obtain an

explanation of data submitted in the application and decisions rendered. Such a

conference shall not in any way prejudice or diminish the right to a fair hearing.

The hearing procedure shall provide the following:

e A publicly-announced, simple method for making an oral or written request
for a hearing.

e An opportunity to be assisted or represented by an attorney or other person.

e An opportunity to examine, prior to and during the hearing, the documents and
records presented to support the decision under appeal.

e Reasonable promptness and convenience in scheduling a hearing and adequate
notice as to the time and place of the hearing.

e An opportunity to present oral or documentary evidence and arguments
supporting a position without undue interference.

e An opportunity to question or refute any testimony or other evidence and to
confront and cross-examine any adverse witnesses.

e The hearing be conducted and the decision made by a hearing official who did
not participate in the decision under appeal or in any previous conference.

e The parties concerned and any designated representative thereof be notified in
writing of the decision of the hearing official.

Agrees to designate the Superintendent to review applications and make
determinations of eligibility. This official will use the criteria outlined in this
policy to determine which individual children are eligible for free or reduced price
meals.

Agrees to develop and send to each child's parent or guardian a letter as outlined
by State Department of Education including an application form for free or
reduced price meals at the beginning of each school year. Applications may be
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filed at any time during the year. All children from a family will receive the same
benefits.

The following information will be available in the office of the Superintendent:

Eligibility criteria for free and reduced meals
Parent letter and application

Public release

Collection procedure
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